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What is Louisiana’s Law?         Effective: Jan 1, 2004 

 

All kids to age 13 must be properly buckled up 
Birth to at least 1 year and at least 20 pounds must ride facing the rear of the vehicle (backwards). 
At least 1 year and at least 20 pounds, must ride facing forward in a child safety seat harness. 
From 4 to 6 years and 40 to 60 pounds, must use a belt-positioning booster with a lap-shoulder belt. 
Above 60 lbs. must wear a properly fitting adult safety belt or a booster seat with a lap-shoulder belt. 

 
Although not part of Louisiana law, we recommend kids stay in a booster seat until they outgrow them, 
usually 80 to 100 pounds, until the child can correctly use an adult safety belt. 

 

Kids should stay in the most protective seat as long as possible… 
Keep a baby rear-facing (more protective) until they are too big or heavy, versus moving to forward-facing.
Keep a child in full harness seat (more protective) versus moving them to a booster seat too soon. 
Keep a child in a booster seat until they are over its weight limit, versus moving them to an adult safety 
belt too soon.

http://www.aap.org/family/carseatguide.htm
http://www.safekids.org/

